
SPACE/Travelogue
WRAP UP

getting practical about 
linked data & touring in 

Europe



starting point

 there is information & documentation 
about performing arts touring around 
Europe

 fuzzy definitions
 only google is connecting the data
 better links are needed to analyse 

the policy needs 



work to be done by VTi

 find the matching parts in existing 
data 

 test a joint set of definitions for new 
data to be created and linked

 build a prototype using existing data
• first prototype
• second prototype



current 'national' databases

 when you list the venues a certain 
production was invited to, there 
might be international addresses 
involved
• event data

 when you list coproducers in your 
data, there might be international 
addresses involved
• coproduction data

 plus other scenario's (residencies...)

�



event data

 date & time (or time span)

d

 title information
 venue name
 venue address
 hyperlink for the venue
 hyperlink for ticketing service
 hyperlink for "read more"
 other fields...



from Iceland abroad



from Sweden abroad



from Catalunya abroad



from abroad into Estonia



research hypotheses

 how does touring of performing arts 
map to geographical boundaries?

 how asymmetric are relations in 
Europe?
• North-South?
• East-West?

 are there differences between genres 
or in scale of productions?

 ...



linking event data

 date & time spans
be precise about the encoding
 title information 
could allow a webservice to find matches
 venue name / address / hyperlink 
could allow a webservice to find matches
 hyperlink for "read more"
points to a webpage about the event



coproduction data

 production title
 artist names
 date of first performance
 name of main producer
 names of coproducers (festivals...)

n

 hyperlink for "read more"
 other fields...



research hypotheses

 how often do productions have 
international coproducers?

 from which countries? cities?
 is that different for certain genres?
 ...



linking coproduction data

 production title / artist names
could allow a webservice to find matches

 date of first performance
could allow a webservice to find matches

 name of main producer

 names of coproducers (festivals...)

n

could allow a webservice to find matches

 hyperlink for "read more"
points to a webpage about the production



SPACE/Travelogue

the work package for the 
prototypes



questions raised

 focus on touring in Europe or global 
from the start?

 focus on theatre and dance or all 
performing arts?

 focus on publicly funded arts or also 
other work?

 limiting to data about export or 
import or both?



answers

 differences should be clarified
• how data is structured
• scope of the database

 but only limited upfront exclusions
• no music, all other performing arts



 what is needed to join the 1st 
prototype?
• some data on events or co-production
• from a relevant time frame since 2000
• give us a copy (xls, csv, sql,...)

�

• be available for interview/survey

 deadline: sept 1st, 2009

existing data



grouping holders of data

 Italy
• ETI will organise meeting

 France
• national & regional resource centres
• ONDA & Culture.France
• ONDA will coordinate

 Czech R
• Arts/Theatre Institute will coordinate with 

Slovakia, Poland & Hungary



grouping holders of data

 Belgium & Netherlands
• VTi will contact Bellone & Contredanse
• TIN / Uitbureau / SICA

 Germany
• ITI Germany is developing a project

 Suisse
 UK

• British Council & Arts council



thesaurus

 clarifying the meaning of terms
• co-production/producer/venue/...
• premiere
• theatre/dance/...

 In relation to existing vocabularies
• some are only partial
• some are more general (AAT, LOC,...)

�



work plan

1. ground work 
deadline: end 2009
1. first online prototype
deadline: summer 2010
1. enhancing or revising the prototype
deadline: end of project
1. documenting the approach
deadline: end of project



ground work

 job vacancy!
 discuss open linked data with 

colleagues all over Europe
 identify existing data & practices

• event data
• coproduction data

 mapping out a information 
architecture (looking for common 
language)

l



first prototype

 setting up a linked data service & 
SPARQL endpoint

 adding a first set of sources 
• either event data or co-production data
• express the vocabularies

 enrich the sources
 first visualisation/ mashup of the data
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